AN UNWORTHY FEAR

The correspondent's fear that the offer is intended
to create a rift between the Sikhs and Hindus is un-
worthy. I told the friends that their proposal might bear
that sinister meaning. They said an emphatic eno5 to it.
I see nothing wrong in making the passage smooth for
recross over. It is not to be denied that there is stronger
prejudice in Pakistan against the Sikhs. But there is no
doubt that the two must sink or swim together. Only
they must not have evil designs. There is no such thing
as an honourable partnership between conspirators.

CITIZEN OF UNDIVIDED INDIA

A friend from Eastern Pakistan asks : "How can I
declare myself as an inhabitant of undivided India when
it is cut into two and when to be of one part excludes
you from the other?" Whatever the legal pundits may
say, they cannot dominate the mind of man. Who can
prevent the friend from declaring himself as a citizen
of the world even though legally he is not and though
he may be, as he will be, prevented from entering many
States under their laws? Legal status should not worry
a man who has not reduced himself to the state of a
machine as many of us have. So long as the moral con-
dition is sound, there is no warrant for anxiety. What
every one of us has to guard against is the harbouring
of ill-will against a State or its people. Thus, one cannot
do so against the Muslims of Pakistan or its Government
and still claim to belong to Pakistan as also to the Union
of India. Such a state, if it is general, must lead to war.
Any State will declare traitorous the conduct of every
inhabitant who entertains hostility against it and even
helping the enemy State. Loyalty cannot be divided.
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